Define Hospitality the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers. -treating guests and
strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way.-taking care of your guests and anticipating their needs. removing
distractions and barriers.
For the church - "Comfortable on the front end so we are able to have confrontation
(of the gospel) on the back end"
1. how can we disarm people?
2. how can we include them?
3. how can we accommodate?
4. how can we provide for them?
5. 5 meaningful touches...(from the article - overcoming barriers to church growth)
1. parking lot, 2. at the door, 3. inside the auditorium (giving directions), 4. receiving guest packet
(snack shack), 5. Connecting with people within the experience or at the close
Hospitality in the ancient world focused on the alien or stranger in need. The plight of aliens was desperate.
They lacked membership in the community, be it tribe, city-state, or nation. As an alienated person, the traveler
often needed immediate food and lodging. Widows, orphans, the poor, or sojourners from other lands lacked the
familial or community status that provided a landed inheritance, the means of making a living, and protection.
In the ancient world the practice of hospitality meant graciously receiving an alienated person into one's land,
home, or community and providing directly for that person's needs.
Here are some Biblical Examples:
Gen 18Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 3 He said, "If I have found favor in your eyes,
my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and
rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way--now
that you have come to your servant." "Very well," they answered, "do as you say." 6 So Abraham hurried into
the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of fine flour and knead it and bake some bread." 7 Then he
ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then
brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he
stood near them under a tree.

Mathew 25 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in
heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit
me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you
the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

Luke 10:30 -In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands
of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too,
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,'
he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 36 "Which of these three
do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied,
"The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
Luke 14:16 -16 Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the
time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'
18 "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it.
Please excuse me.' 19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out.
Please excuse me.' 20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 21 "The servant came back and
reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly
into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 22 " 'Sir,' the
servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 23 "Then the master told his servant, 'Go
out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.
Romans 12:13
contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.
1 Peter 4:9
Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
Hebrews 13:2
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.
1 Timothy 5:10
having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers,
if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every
good work.
Genesis 24:31
And he said, "Come in, blessed of the LORD! Why do you stand outside since I have prepared the house, and a
place for the camels?"
Acts 16:15
Lydia
And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come into my house and stay."
Acts 28:7
Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius,
who welcomed us and entertained us courteously three days.

